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exert from
¥rs, Xellogg Disclo ses Little inown Yacts in History of Greenfield

"In 1673 when the general court made an additlon of grant ¢o Focum~
tuck 80 the township should be seven miles square and which was %o
mean the present territory of Greenfield and Gill," ¥Mrs. Kellogz
ssid. "There waa restriction that a farm of 250 acres be 1nid out for
the country's use. So the surveyors set out a strip 18}rods wide
which rean from the connedticut river on the e-st across the north
part to the neven mi'e line snd so across the entire northern boundary
and was called"fhe Country Farm." This was perhaps the oldest name
givenyo any locality except Fetty's plain, she added.

The hill north from Nash's }Alls has long been known as Husic hill
and the road running imn to the Country Farws early known as Fudding
lane. The plain above the pregent Channing L. Lete house on
Bernardston road was and sti}l is called Log plsin, by readon
of the immense pines and uprooted stumps in that vicinity., Lamp-
black roasd was so nemed because of the quantities of lampblack made
on the old Griswo'd farm. The road from Silver gtreet north to the
town line was long known as Gocsgse land nesrly every place nsarby
having boasted a flock of geese.

In 1812 the newly formed Franklin county built its Jail just
gsouth of the old Union house, below the present rallroad erch, south
of the sgtation, thet section came to be known as Charlestown,” Nrs.
Kellogg added,
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The eastern boundary of the town is Fall river, a stream but
little smaller than Gresn Ré&ver, but no brooks of any size enter it
from Greenfield. It was of much more importancé 2 hundred yesrs sgo
then now, as 1t furnished power for several manufecturing ingerests

which have now gcne to decay. The pure water of the stresm is now taken

across the Connecticut in pipes and used in the lsrge raper mills at

Turners #,1ls.

Driving from Greenfield to Gill as you pass through “"the swamp"
and down the hill to the Factory village you may hear

4 noise llke a hidden brook,
In the leafy month of Junse,.

Th=t to the sleeping woods all night
Sipgeth a quiet tune,"

This little stream 1is referred to on the records in e-=rly times
a8 Fall brook. It drains the eaptern end of White Ash swacp, snd this
locality wes the scene of stirring evente st the time of the Falls
fight, FEven this 1little rill in e-rly desys had its sawmill, which was
operated by Andrew Adams and his st~2wart eons, Nahum, George, and
Fegeg.
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Cherry Rum brook flows from the west end of White Ash swamp, 2nd
continuzs westward déscharuing into 1311l brook., The thichats which
lined its winding wasy were cover for the Indians who sttacked the
retreating forces of Ceptain Turner after the i'ells fight, end ne-r
its northern bank some oif the captured soldeéers were burned at the
stake. Nearly a century ago its water turned the vheels «f a sawmill
which wae located just en~st of where the swemp road crosses the bhrook,
Gunn, Am dcn and Hollzand bullt the stone dawm Just west oi the
Boston and hsine Rallroad, and here began the oxisuence of the pros
perous business of the "Millers Falls Ceompany."

P, 392

July Z 1864 The Turners Falls Company are’bullding their new dam,
George W. rotter belng in charge.

! "
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October 2, 1869 Cecurred the great atorm inm thsl county;: the 3mead
bridge, the bridge at the wouth of i1l brook and the “Yountry Farme
bridge over Green river, and the bridges over both the Allen 2and
the Hinsdale broo'zs were swept awnsy, the culverts north of main street
were badly damaged; the bridye at Russell's factory csrried off, ad
the roed badly waqhed at both ends of the bridge at the Hollew
Gactory. R

Fage 395
April 1872 The Turners Palls Company purchase the g eenfild Manu
facturing Company & Dlanu at Factory Hollow. Fricd, $40,000,
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IN L&(&, IT APPEATS that bohh bridges over Fall river, nearc 1its
mouth had been swept away; and an effort was made t0 unite with the
new town of #ill to consteuct a road on the east dide of Fall river,
8o that one of the bridges might be done away wigh; but thils relief
not proving practlical, the town went to the General Court, and in
1798 a law was passed, directing that the tcwm of Greenfisld

forever maintain the upper bridge over Fall Rivar, and the town of
G111 the lower one. The two bridges wsre constructed in 1697.

In 1789, a ney bridge over Fall river at Chases Mills (Factcry Hollow,)

Page 588

December S, 1814 '"voted to raise thrse hundred and fifty dollsrs for
the survrot of schooling to be divé&ded one half equally on all the
Districts ¢alling the street District two, and Fall river District
half a Distriat and the other half tn ha Jiytded eauvelir 4- 217

,"?(:J .J»/"D v ) e
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Several members of the Bascom family, eraly settlors of the town,

were clothlers. Joaeph Bascom, born in 1799 cwned land nbout the vest
gide of Frasnklin street running to iain. Hls son Jogeph wes a clothier
and bought in 1796 of Joseph Stebbins land shout the mouth of Fall
river where he had a clothiers' ghop, He sold a plece of land to
Plerce Chase 1in- 1811, who had a house thore and did a large manu-
faoturing business, which ended in his financial ruin, as zlsewhere
described in thias work, In his old sge kr. Bascom conveyed his farm

to hls son Chester, who in 1825 sold the farm and manufacturing
establihaments &o Lyman tendall and Nathaniel E. Russell.. Thelr works
were destroyed by fire in 1829. The lapge stone mill was then buillt
and a good business carrried on at thie place., In 1834, the Greenfield
Manufacturing Company was oryanlzed and under the ahle management

of Theodore Leonard did & profitable business until ¥r, Leonard's
henlth falled; business methods changed and the property aqulckly

wvent to dscay, The Greenfield Manufacturing Co., conveyed the

property in 1872 to Marville W, Cooper, who =old it to Humphrey
Stevens es the sgent of the Turners Falls Company, who desire the

pure vater of Fall river for their paper mills,

In 1803 Andrew Adams, described to be from Werwick, R I. bought
twenty-flve acres of land of Asher Newton and Caleb Lyon, lying on the
vwest skde of the 0ld couty road leading from Deerfield to Xorthfield.
¥Within a few yesrs he and his sonsg, Georgs, Nahum and Peleg care to
own necrly 211 of the land lying on that read batween White Ash swacp
and the top of Halfway hill, a large share of whic still remesins in
the family name. Andrew at firet bulli 8 log house Juast north of the
Millard place, and aftefwards a better one fepther north., His sons
were succesaful business men, the late ¥eleg Adams at the time of
his death pding the the owner of the Mansion Homwse, one ¢i the most
valuable pieces of real estete in the town. It 1s now the proverty
of his son's widow and here Two daughters,

James Day, father of the late Captain Edwin &, Day, et cne time
owned the placd vwhefe stands the house built by J.P. Morgan, and
his house stood at the Junction of the rcs=ic., = purchased this
estate from Erastus Merriasm in 1851, he h~vin:: “tut 1t of the admin
istrator of his father's estate in 1846. It cswa2 from the Adamaes
to the fother (Joel kerriar) in 1736 and was scld to Andrew Adams by

-Pierece Chase in 1813. r,. Merriam made brick saveral years, and

ran the swamill upon the little stream by the schoolhouss fermerly
called Fall brook. .

- Ond John Boyington in 1790 obtalned title to ~bout ninety acres
of land on Fall hill from John C. Stephens and Moses Ballsard ard by
an exeocution against Captain Mack he took an interest in the mills
at Fall River, He lived where what i1s known as the #1llard zlace
now et~-nds, The eastate went into the Adams family. Boyington was a
Revolutionary penslioner,

In 1799 Joseph Mott sold to John E, Hell, a merchant of Grecenfield
geveral tracta of land adjoining the Adams and rhillips lands, and he
or sorie former owner buillt a sawmill ofl Fall River actoyt 2 half nmile
abtove the presant Gill road, The nmill vwent to decay many ycars ago,
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The fine water nower 2t the mouth of Fall River wes Aimrroved at
an early dote, and became the peat of kmnortant industries. In
those times the vicininty was called "hortheast" and was the center of 1
large luwbering in.erests. In 1784 Cant. £lisha Mack (afterward the
builer of the Turners Falls day) was assessed for a waw mill at
Fall River. He was a forcible wran and undoubtedly carried thisngs
with a strong hand, for in 1786 there wss an artécle in the warrant for
e town meebting “to see Af they will chuse a Committee to build a
bride over Capt. ack's mill pond or act as they thinkproper Respict
ing ye Town iwad which gd Mack stopped by flowing said pond". At
the meeting the erticle was dismissed. Without doudbt the road a t
that tire crogssed Fall river above the nresent dem and Capt. kack's
dan built below the road was ralsed to such a8 height that the rosd was
overflovwed.

In tires of high water the flloods would set back from the Conrect
jout into the mouth of ¥all River creating s great eddy, and logs
rushing down the stream could be coaxed into the river's mouth, and
when cut up inLo lumber and shinsles “"They inew not their Rightful
owners, or whence they came,”

Nerly 100 years ago there were sawml ‘1ls on each side of Fall River,
a gristmwill on the VWesf sidd, and Joseph Bascon had a fuling mill on
the Greenflesld side. ¥#lerce Chase purchassed the must ©f the proverty
there which had formerly belonged to Cavt. 'ack. Yercs Chase who carr
ied on a large busineas for severrl yoers had mlgfortunes and comwitied
sulcide by cutting his troat with a razor Nov. 13, 1824 agad 47 yenars.
To add to the horrible record, two weews after his burinl it was dis
covered that hls gravé had been robled of his body, and the select
men offered s reward of {200 for the detect-.on of the person comnitting
the revolting crire, Tire ran on until in 1830 a fermer physician of
this vicinity, named Durks Cooley, returned to the county and was
placed under arrest for the crire, tried, and convicted, but escaped
vunishment because more than two years had elapsed after the comrissicn
of the crime Before his arrest and trall.

In 1812 Erestus Clark came down from Colrain nnd rurctmed prorerty
from Chase, David Newman, and 3eth S. Howlarnd, and John £. Hall}
and carried on the milling and csrding worls for some years, In 1825
‘Nathaniel Z. Ruscell, a native :f Greenfield, rgfdrfé¥ returned to
town from Colrain where he hz2d been in trade, mnd in partnershin with
Lyman Kendall purchagsed =211 the water power and bulldings on both
sldes of the river and cormrenced the wanu acture of s-tinets, In 1829
their mill was destroyed by fire, causeing sn estimated loss of $30,000
In its place was built that large stcone.buillding which for nearly
30 years h~s stood n monument tc s departed ind stry. In 1834 the
Greenfield Nanufacturing Comnany wasg incornorated and this property
came intoits hn da., In 1837 this concern h~d four sets 6f msachinery,
and coneured 36,000 pounds of cotton ~nd 150,000 rounds &f wdol,
and manufactured 180,000 y»rds of gstinet valued at {110,000,
26 men and 63 feiales were employed. the Company h=d invested
$80,000/ ’

Later, under the skillful managerent «¢? the late Thecdore Leonard
the produtt of their looms ( the finest of doeshins and broadclcths)
g3ined a grert rerutst on in the American markets. April 16, 1872
this property came into the hands of the Turners Falls Company since

—
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which tizte 1t had f£A/#4X/F#n been untmproved and this once busy
hamlet now has the appearance of Goldsmith's Deserted Village.

John C, Hall elsc had a snumill on Fall River a half mile or rore
above the hamlet of Factory Follow, on land which he purchased of
Jegeph Hott, in 1799.

Sent. 22, 1875 The o0ld store at Factory.village ovned bx Turners
Falls Company and occurieéd by Thormas Burke burned. Loss 32,000.
Insursnce 3700,

May 4, 1829 A committee was appointed to "REbuild the brkdge over
Fall River. (Factory village)

L L

Nov, 19, 1828 The satinet factory et Fall River wes burned. Two
large building containing 2412¢ws and other machi nery and 4,000
pounds of wool., 80 handsg were thrwen oul ¢f employment. Estimmted

loss $30,000. N.%k. Kusssil, Levi P, 5tons and A. J. Spaulding ovwnars.
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‘Before the bullding of the Turners #alls Dam, Just below the
upper suspension bridge, on the edve &f be cataraot, stood & greet
rock, forming a smell island, known as "Burnham's Rock," once the
most celebrated fishing pilace on the river. It was clalmed by William
Smalley and others as orivate property, but the veople interfered in
thelr quiet possessions, and in 1792 the claimants made a getition
to the General Court praying that it mlght be granted to them.

The public was a good deal disturbed =t this proceedding, and a
special town meeting was held in {reenflecld on the 2d dry of April,
1792, to see if the town would ndt purchsse "Burnham's Rock." DPernsovs
vafore the day of the meetinz came, the public had le~rnsd thet the
Commonwealth had commissioned Jamuel Henshew o sell "2urnhen's
Rock," at private sale, as the meeting was adjourned to the first
Monday of May at which time the twon voted not to buy "Burnham's
Roecir," That there was & gocd desl of feeling arcused wiall a2ppesr
by the following notlice taken from the Impartisl Intelligencer of
June 13, 1792:

"sdvertisement Extraordinery.
"found in Greenfield the 24 instant, a written paper cf the
follewing tenor; via:
"Deerfieid, Mday 28, 1792
To all vhom it may concern: VWe the subscribers zelactmen of the
twon of Deerfleld, in the County of Hampshire,certify that it 13 cur
ovinion that 1% would be advantageous 0 the publlc to gr-nt to %ill
izam Smadley £sq. and cthera, hls assoclrtes, the exclusive rigat of
taking fish at "Burnham’s Roek" (so-called) opposite the town of kont
ague in sald County.

L{ I U

"Joseoh Barnerd Selestmen
(Signed) "Seth Nlws of
" pmzi Cnilds Deerfield."”

The editor adds:
"If the owner will apnesr and nrove property, he may PYave the
same at this office, snd no questions as-ed."

Mr. Henshaw procseded to the performance of the duty cémmitted to
hés trust by the General Court, =2nd mnde s=le of the island zs will
eppear by his dsed recorded in &ranklin Registry, book 6, »rge 44,

" which recites: ‘"Whereas Villiam Scellel & others have representec to
the General Court that they have carried on tha salmon & shad fishery
on the 1sland of Rock in Connecticut river called "Burnhams Eoek"
thet they have always claimed by virtue of thelr fira%s discovery
& experlirent the exclusive right of fishing there, bul lately having
been informed that the said Island or Rock being ina navigeble river,
is the property of =sid Commonwelth, they prayzd thau the ccurt would
be pleazsed 0 grant to them the exclusive right of the s-1d fishing at
the rock aforesaid/ 5o &r. Henshaw sold tc Willism Sm=lley, Zsa.,
Voses Arms, Gentleman, 3o0lomon Smead, Gentlieman, Fhilip Bsllard,
Yoeman, Jeremlah Beklard, Yoemen, =211 of dreenficld, in the County
of Hanpsghire; and Jonal Burnham, Henry Ewers, & koses Barnh~m, Yeomen,
21l of Montague in the gsame “ounty; & Daniel Swalley of Guilford, in
the county of Windham & Stste of Vermont, Yeoman; & their neir &
aseigns forever, the saforesnid iock Island called "burnham's Rock”
lying in Connecticut River between the towns ¢f Greenfield and
Montsgue, beginnineg st tha mawela--s - oo - : ’
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Montegue, beginning at the nurthenrt corner of sa&kd Burnham's

Rock, called the "So0°ling place” & running on sald Rock northweast

two rods, thence running on sald rock wesnt ten degrees, south

eightd rocés, thence gunning soat™ on said RocY s5ix rode, thence
running on safld Kocx 0 the first mentitned corner.” If any of the
descendants of thoae 0Id worthies wish to make cl=2im to their intereet
in snid "ReceX," ttey wi'l find it submerged in about twenty feet

cf water, the result of the building of the great dam,

Hoyt, in hig history cf the Indlan w-rs, says; "No river in New
Eng 1and rafforded & greater number of fish than the faConnscticut/
enéd no p'ace on the river present o nore favorsble atation for t-king
them, than the falls between the present towns of Gl'l and Vontag e.
Upwards of filve thousand shad have been taken in & day by dipning
nets at Burnham's Rock at %that vlace.This rocx was gitu-=ted =t the
ritch of the catsract, and none bat the most skillful waterman attemp
ted to navigate a llght cnonoe or battesu to 1%; =and even tc there
that task ves conslderederktemm2} dsngordus., It waes only 2spnroecched
from ehove by =2 dellc-ste use of the paddle, and 2n eye thet could
rneasure a mite, and resolve compcund forces st & glance. A deviztiin
of a few degrees in steering was certalin to plmnce the advanture down
the rugged ataract in which case drowning must ensue,"”

A writer in the Student and Schoolmate smys: "Two instances in
which 2 cenece hnsg heen cerried over these falls »nd the cccupanis
have escaved drowning, have heen transmitted to us by tradition,.
Cne wvas that of an Indian, The other ins4ence belongs to the story
I am t& tell you, whieh occurred about 1792, A ¥r, Purnhan,
supposed by my Anformant & boslong to the Montsgue side ( Jonah cr
Moses Burnham, of kHon.ague), had, with = oompeny of aleven, %taken
vogaeéasion of thig roel, meltinge yesrly use of it, to the envy #nd
vexation of a community which considored 1teelf ss having equal
claims on the location, On one year, & Captzin Mack{ Zlisha M=ack,
the builder of the first Turners ©all's dam} 2n ingenious, p2rser-
verine man, prouvcsed to eleven othsr men to join him in an attempt
to gain pessession of the fishing rock,

"Burnham's men had used a large canoe scooped out of an immense
tree which, beina attached to the rock, held the twelve men, =28
they dinmped thelr nets in the current. 3Secretly as possibie, Capt,
Mack's company felled 2 ¢iant tres in the forest on the rever bank
. Bbeve the falls intendiny togf dig thamselves a canoe which would
be =2 counternart of Burnhem's, and firmlybelieving that "Turn about
wag £akpr play"' hoped to launch it and take pogsession before their
neighbos thought of beglnning theilr fishing se=son,

"But one of the enemy 's company discovered the half made canoe,
end teking the hint, made know the same to his party. Conaeauently
the public scon hecame informed through tne public paper, thot

urnhar's perty haé obtained 2 legal clain on the rock, from the
Greatt and Generail Cours,

"We wont be outwitted so," sald Capt. Macks "they hsve peild thelr
three hundred doll-rs, let them enjoy it. De =2t I tell you, #nd we
v11ll h~ve egual chsnce with them." The eleven having full canfldence
in the genius of thelr 2a 1leader, acsssnted witcuthesltatlion, thougn
how they were to have equsl chanroe with Burnham’s Compsny baffled
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Kendall end Russell became partners both in general trsde and in the
wzanufacture of cashmeres at Factory fiollow,

F. 868
1209, September lo. Seth Wood, for many ycars postmaster at the
Factory liollow, died, aged 84,

Durning the Revolutlionary var the comrittees of safety assurmed

almost eutocratic prowers; for instence: Now and then o smoxe had
been noticed coming from the deep woords near Fall rever; the committee
of safety was notifled and Daniel Nash, Timothy Childs, Ben. Hastlngs
and Asron Denio made search and found in a hut a man name Harrington
with a lot of tools used by counterfeiters of the ccin, They took
hic to Northampton, but Judse Hawley tcld them that the Jail wez full
of Tories 2rd they could send no more to prison., He suggested that
they take him bsacl a mlle cr 80 Into the woods end give him as meny
lashed ag they thought best and let him go. They did as suguested,
all but Nash giving light blows, but he put it on heavily, “drawing
blood at every stroke, They then bathed his wounds with sridssa,
gave him soms to drink and lst him go. Tne victim thanked them for
their lenity ond struck cut for Ilberty.

P, 982 .
Witches and Hobgoblins

The "Hollow" or "iactory Village" was once called "Nertheast" and
there were nany there who believed in witches, An old lady Thatcher
wasg suprosed to be one, and .ghe told fortunes occasionally. Cne
of her neighbors had a calf bewitched; and a women by the nsme of
Dewey frequently scresmed out in the night, ¥nd vhen her friens
went to see what siled her she was found in profuse veranriestions
and wet as 1f t-ken from the river. Thls continued, and she was
tsken to bhe bewitched,

Ezeuiel Bascom, the owner of a gristmill and falling mill there,
a man of strong @ind and much thought of, asserted that one night
vhen he sleprt at the #2118 2 horgeshoe came into his poom =ard
performed various evolutions, and althcugh a gstrong, resolute and
‘deternined man, he so far ylelded to suverstitious Teeling as never
to ledge there agian. A horseshoe was nailed ur at the mill to kesp ed
off witches., A/¥ 1t wns pretended thet the mill wheels scrmetimes stopp
and could rot be induced to go; ir. Bascom's cattle and caft stopped
in the road without his being able to make them go; he said he heard
femnle voices under the cart; a foX soon csme out from under it,
and tne cattle went on s2gain ond a2ll was well., Infine, Northenst
was a gort of enchanted ground, the residence of withce and hobboblins,
end furnished many storiés for the credulous.

Page 1000

The hell purchased by the old Court of Jessions and place upon
the courthouse (now the Gazette offlce) was bought by lr, Theodore
Leonard and pl=ced upon the stone mill at RPactarwy HAdTlac cbne-

m4
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- The death of Aura Catharine, 71, widow of Captain Edward &,
Day, occurred February 12, 1907. 5he was a d=zughter of Jeth VWood
who carried on a farm and cond cted a smalll stare at Factory
Hollow. After Captein Day's death she made her home with her
brother-in-law, Robert Day, 8t Factory Hollow.

Robert Dey died at Factorh Hollow, March 21, 1913. He was born

in G111 at the old Day homestead in 1828, one of the nine children
of James and Mercllene (Sprague) Day. At the age of 23 he accow
vanied a party of gold seekers to California, goi way of th
isthous of Ranama. HE x‘ﬁ’lx‘ﬂ%d/lri/;/ﬁfé’ﬁ/ﬂlﬂf{/i///ﬁ//51’ #ﬁé/letrfrw
PL/PAABAL He r“turned in 1866 and for a greater part of the timre
since had lived at factorh Hollow. His was a rare, kindly nature and
he wss an especial favorite with chlldren.

History of Greenfield Vol. lv Severance
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Fourth of July pranksters in 1933 brought an end to the colorful
careeh of the OLD STCN& MILL AT FACTCORY HCLLOW, a landmerk since
1830 and subjsct of countless paintings by artists., The fire started
80 early in the morning that the department could only save nearby
buildings and the stone walls of a factory out of production frowm
1870. It had been erected in 1830 by Nathaniel E. Russell and
Lyman Kendall to make satinets on a former mill foundation, the upper
structure earlier having been victim of flames. As the Greenfield
Manufacturing Company during the Civil War, this mill had produced
wcolens and qultings for the nrmy before going into recelvsrship
in 1869. The Internstidnal Paper Company witl plants in Turners Falls
had purchased the idle buildings ags insurance for water supplies from
Fall River. After the July 4 pranksteyr fire, the mill mouldered with
the weather, pleces of the stons walls being used in construction
of Camp Stonehenge,

Page 2269

Cne of the largest civll awards was ma2de by a superior court Jusy
Huly 20, 1938 after trying elght actions arising from an automcbile
collislon April 27, 1937, in Factory Hollow., A total of $68, 682
“went to Frederick Anderson of Crange who sustained a back injury
orippling him for 1life. Anderson, his son, and Wesley C. Hadsel

of Warwick were passen.ers in a car which was racing another eastward
from Greenfield. All were GTD emplcyes and the car in which

Anderson rode collided sideways with the ather in trying to pass,

Page 2327

A 125 yesr o0ld mecea of ertists, empty fcr the previous 48 houss
went up in smoke Jan.27, 1930, with the Warren Potter resldence
in Factory Hollow. Belleved to have started nenr the chimney, the
flames razed a $6,000, almoat perfect exampde subject of countless
paintings. Built in 1805, successive owners paid $5 rent veesrly
on land which was owned by the Turners Falls Water Fower Compsny,



