
. He xiho'.c.an-remembQr the events..of sixty years has .marked

greater changes in modes- of riving than here imda in-the

•.-"t"’o thdus'an-l yoor’s'.'/..' •'

The: world has been rapidly ’sha’inking in siae sc that'■}■>.g

•-•daily paper contains'yesterdays- n®’.’a from'even'' nar-t of if

ar.d a, miin;.in -C-reonfield canhow send: a -message to the shorgg

of the-Pacific'.ard'-get-an' answer three' hours -.fey the San Fiy^ciscc

- clock before the 'message left'Greenfield..- Be can-hear and „,,PD

nizo • :>he voice " or a. he kn.c/;-s taikirn;' iu Uo</ Yar.’u

The life of ’the PrarJclin County iejtoorat uho ir. .the rciist

.. of harcl 'tlinos stooi for sound rrohey* or IJig #hiy who Gx'ank har*i

. cider’and bawled hiins-elf’hoarse--for °Tipeoanoe and Tylei^ too,2-

diffored;little in outward and visible si;7ns from the life or the.

men of the preceeding pentury; their lives .aid not much vaiy

. fran the. slow existence of previous centuries. We may junre •

over the.middle ages and the "Decline S.Fall" and say that they

lived much as the. rural Romans did in the time of -Virgil..

They ate, drank, and cared for their ..families; told old.stories

and lauded past times;: thoy made journeys draw by -horses in-

•-. vehicles made on the same principles, except some improvement• * . r *
. in the springs,, as the chariot that Pharoah lost in the Red Sea;
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their, garaents., like’ those’of Julius Caesar,. were painfully

se\/od,by Iuiman f ill*(ers; . Wiey 5vr0t0 10t tevs by the. 1 i*;.i\t of oil

lamps- "vith .fiuills/’sanded *y-c irk, folded them ifltboul ar

envblbue, scaled them’.with-a wafer, arid drooped’Uwm--into mail

: boxes:yul.-hout a starip’. anti leoko'd. for- a' reply; after nxiny :iays.

: TJ.-iQ.fj'Ws the v;ay ’ V’aljjbly, ^ruy, ?iasor; Laly. r '■ary. Montague.

aril-Bvror. yrote the letters that' arc .insyprtal.literature and

hclns to historv. We have not irapr.ovecUourselves nor. cur letters,

ays. have the benefit and’ the -disaclvanta/o?? of many inven^ions^hut

in* j^e?ntul‘ pot#ex*, cultivation, ohservabdon,- hcra’t and chtxractGr

we' have, not’• advanced’.beyond;Binr franklin ard his conb^^porardes*

'The’■'mar.-r/hb’remembers the. slope of. Creonfield sixty years a^o, ...

looking down- th-$ 'stapie' ^oat- to. all U'iC scuU'crr; .jGrla, by the

County.-buildin;-^ ana iiclds-.:;.Lth preat elms and.yxo^ves

of walnuts, can’contrast jSb/pust and present by 1 cokin./ nov/ at;

the sordid scene of ■ -station’s’ and*• railway' crossings, .144 long

trains of f;.’Ci><ht cars, •M.-.e endless. $v/ibobird, »ma the. clouds of

ohokinr, blackeninr-smoke*’- Instead bi' x’ural scubus ho will hear

tbi shrickinr of whistles,-'.the .'puffinp; and-hissing and. ocher

nerve torturing hois'es<J4e. can lie awake;at.night in any part .
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of the town and hear the hills, once clothed with .rock-maple,

.beech,/chestnut and .oak, now bare of forest, echoing; the same

.hideous clamor- . °Other times, ptliex* customsa • The. quiet

•keenffold of former days, tl;(;u^h smaller,. was- m well .to do,

and •comfox^tablo as.any town of those days.. It ras relatively

more. important as the- chief town'-ol1- the rei'-ion; the head

of • r i ver navi--•'atioxf and the market' of the fa.T.ezs kJ. all

I'Yanklinh ‘ It wa  ̂-notable for mfacturc of. cutlery;

it carri od-. or? ch<iir an 1 w;u?on ■.cakiny;; .fir.e clothe '..ere

woven at the "Hollo?;'factoryn • Clothi.n:<& shoos.and hats were

made by yillayc korlo’nhn'ard’ in many t.l.\'c if ty fh ous a s •

ctofcestip ir?dus.bries still ha-j. ■place: they 31 iguro d s.he e • ?,

C3.v».fled ■ '‘d4^ ’Fin nee.- sipm v:r*’n air! wove cloth; -there ax*e.. men

living whose tired childhood was .lulled to sleep by the hum •

of the •ereat so Innina; wheel .’in the cvoriin.;; kitchen* .’.very

farm raised.arain; the mohdoyh farms -fattened droves, of steers

that .were 'driven, to Bri-d'ton and the local ?narkets were well

swelled. There ’va>s a s»?li’-reliant cl^uaactei' t«.. the:'•
i> ’ . • • • •• '•*

a continuous steady prosperity of initisprious people arid a

cultivated society. Boats from Hartford ease.to Cheapsidc

bringing sugar, molasses, rum’.and salt, enigmatically known
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as ”W. I;, goods", also iron, steel, grindstones, Genesee

•flour, ®tc. ; The return cargoes of this commerce were lumber

in various forms, farm produce and 'th*9 manufactures of the

■ region*

Great wagoiis covered with canvas.made regular trips to

Boston, with produce bringing. i-pods the merchants* Green­

field'’"as on the main line of travel to the North uni the

:-oint of distribution for most of the County. There was a

daily line, of coaches to the-South and a line for Boston,

leaving, at. midnight. In sunder there was a coach to '.-‘orcestor

by Barre, -where it stopped for dinner: it corrected with the

railroad'to.'Norwi ch and steamboat for New York* I well re­

member this journey in 1842 and that I was allowed to ride on

the box with Lynde, the driver, who word a bluc/L-ailed coat

with bright buttons, a white plug-hat and yellow gloves.
V/clS , • .M Worcester there11 tea1’ with cold meat ana huckleberries

at the Anierican House and the cars which left in the evening

wore low and small, upholstered with black haircloth. We met

the steamboat’at Norwich, arriving at New York in good time
next morning. The s^tage^ tavern was the present Mansion House*

It had a wide piazza the full length of the front; on the
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east side was the stable yard with room to turn a coach and

four, backed by roomy stables. The interest in the

stage-lines-was. represented, hy Ashur Spencer, Bernard Newell

and perhaps Capt. Ames and David Long who owned the great

rod brick blacksmith shop on Federal street; . next to it was

carriage and wheelwright’s shop; next to that was
”7 ca^^-

Alessssetea^ Root s store-house. The stage horses were shod.

under the eye, or by the skillful hards of “Jack" Roughton.

It sdemed to my boyhood that the .awful fires of this region

were never quenched. Amid the smoko and sparks, like Vulcan

in his "stithy", I recall the stalwart form of "Sam'1 Stebbins,

in leather armor; with naked, blackened arms, in the glory

of his strength. He could shape a coach step at a single

heat and when, with two strikers, he forged.axel trees,

the clangor of metal might have roused the seven sleepers.

These workers kept long hours. “Jack" Houghton used to

rest himself in the evening by making horse nails from Norway

rods-* The post office was under the charge of an ancient

democrat and. solid citizen, Capt* Ambrose Ames; it was in. a

small, neat attachment to his house on Federal street. The

work was briskly done by "Aunt" Morgan and “Aunt" Jane.



When'the country-vias;rodeeged fi-orn locofocuish- for''a

feur-.-w.ebk's .in. 1840? by the election of. ?thc.Tarmex’ of nor

'Bond”; Hichordson Ball succeeded. Jefferson's- ■posteas-ter-*’

the of flee, was • moved to. the hov/. Davis block- '. - -:

t •. - A’n.es Was a .rot-icon?/ mar, who wore'a 'brown wig.

•Be dived to -a groat age probably because-he ate fried saw

for breakfast all his vigorous life; these wore ma/io in

winter- ’’and put down. in ;jars/ ds Hargiana. preserved the 87

thieves, in hot. Tat; • they camo out fresh and 4: o do lent .of

sage -i:e Tn-i<lfsun*mei%.• ...

. T’lc taverns were noted.for good living- • • There y/us

saying on the ..roach- ’‘bopk me for Greenfiold\ .from the re:

of o/ notable man’-who. niissed his accustorpod’comforts at a ■

present ip v.'s*’ town. ' ■ ■ ”•• •■ \ •-

/ J The stage house ..was .'known .as .Capt. Togrgxrt’s -and-aft

as- Cblh r-Chase’s- / \ .; . •

■ 'I®/ £*, th tit ibSp House Wil!

®Xledi Gilfei5R{,'S. tSIWffiB keoh WMiAf. tetfiF_' . ' . . -. ■ L» . , . 't.'iZif " . 1

.it .became Keith’s tavern, a name it hoi a with, credit for

many, year’s-.. ’ • . . .. .' ...

th’!

St.LgC 3

idark

!Kore



.There was an eating house (the woras .restaurant .ana -

kc^jby Wells B:¥ordf ‘ they sold

Albany alo, ,jpKill.?b®^, sorv#l,«irt»i^ ,^-^p r»w.
• ' . ' ■ , • , • . \ I

.they had a card?/' factory, where one Tftld’Suor px’osidou-. here

odor sasafras, pei’.-perini’nt,

’ b e rgawi e * etc. ' r'r e enf 1 el d w a s never -ttfeit,. as a dry W4i 1

indeed'^y.'open "bars • did <..wyhriaw B^aaa. is” *Ufo h<iw ?

Thompson said., it was -fejS iiew

when ru?i was .sil ..Ift <^^s, sitr-WS

“fc* ,z!p thin, Sn^t^s'iBi^^r A^&,Was... /

regal ton'd or: .ftir. i?; any.,. 1 c om ioi't s in * those dag'S. w ;?.s ‘

fffP'Bi six ahd g ..

1teS^-,^yi!P unknown.

SSw 'ma&Fon was j^,’.!^d£brd'^W nte|M|gfcl

i&fiisS&Latos .’took '“Wst Ingy. *;

" '^^4; cheap fMMti #®ryks..;<■ .

A fi'uit?/ 'odh^s off Ci’ushcd la^^L^ef'^iiAa,.iv.fc buyarrs

and luifip 'iu.'/ar criWiShhA under the stout ■ijoady stick- 5 ■■■

The farmers-from the hills used the /U'eat'yard and barns

of ' stendiitf1/ v/uolon fixiakMV'* uiWindful -'

of toftth® .or wstern c.Qii^etition» W.^lpg crops iini loi^;--

forgotton politics-



Political meetings' were held in the town hall in federal
■ utJ

street. Hie gi*eat®iig convention in the hard cider and dough-

,'nut orgy of 1840, was on Col. Spencer Roots land back of the

present church, and courthouse. A log cabin was built; there

wore coons,-a.vis,.and-other.’$hig- symbols. The chief speaker was

Gen. Wilson of New--’Hampshire. In.1844 the democrats were in .

the lead ani they had a convention in Fino Grove; their

speakers- were Judge Levi Woodbury,.Ben. Hallett and Mr.

McArthur. At another.time Caleb Cushing and Ben. Hallett

spoke, on.the coTi-Krohi-. ^fi-ie V;higs. had'John C. Park in the town

hall. '■ .

Park.was a pungent campaigner. My- .father, a Webster ^liig,
v/ ’OEKjLsx* 0 Cl

greatly rejoiced in Park ana.now Gapt. Ames, "Tom".Nims and

D. M. Carpenter could have the face to sit there and hear him,

forgetful that they were the-very sinners vainly called to

repentance.

There were other amusements tbt-ir politics; parties,

picnics, sleigh rides to “Bloody Brook" and many dfincos in the

large room of either tavern to the fiddles of Philo Temple,•

Charles Lyon and John Putniyn. There were good lectures and

occasional "concerts". Boston actors came.in the summer for .



‘.their vacation and:wn had "The Lady, of Lyons" and th? almost

:;/■ '.forgotten tx-a/0 'Miss-Louis a Gah. played

-•"•Horyal\'In the . company were-.Hr>'.and Mrs.-.W. K. Smith,

', . Mr.Spear, " Jack" Dunn, Andrews;.an'L others.

’Rie .>,,oiirth of, July fes a dull day Corrected-lii my '

.■• "mind.with-Cold Vfeter; Army piOnics- in. Pierces’ -Grovel The

..great '.event -was theoccasional “Muster". .'''There was a militia

■'■ company • in' nearly every town.• Coleraine ted a famous troupe

of-cavalry, well mounted ahd ruiiformed. . They wore high,-

J "black leather helmet Si flaring at the top j. with a bi’ight red

. pompon; .; these were made by Mayjrath, .the Greenfield harness .

yraker whd.must have been u skillful man in leather; the

'•pattern’ was taken.■from .a colored; print of. the capture oi’.
• S-V/aysffiy, "Whbn .Ip'agued oppress ion i$SS^td Northern wars.

Her .whiskered pandoors and her fierce huJses.

They'rode" their own horses and when,, well loaded, they charged

■ .through "the street" •-towards. the .west the earth trembled.

'. , Deerfield had-.a largo company of “Cadets" with a sort

■ '. of ■•-hunting•'.shirt uniform that was very fetching. The earliest:'

■ 6iV/anization I remember in ftreehfield was" the’ Artillery".

It was the shabbiest company of the re«?iment; the armament!Y
• • / %-< 9 ‘ L ad
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was tab brass guns,..kept-’in a small ■.-house, north of "Jack"

Pierces’ farm/ I -'.doubt\ if-, .anyone .'of social importance

belorgod-to the artillery; . the gunners were stalwart

"river.'men", who wore white -cotton .frocks with cabalistic ■

■ f taures- on the .backs. Their music was a .’drum and fife with

.a.’linri tod nwib’or of tunes apt to run.'into each -other. Their

training: day was a noisy festival. prolongeinto t-ie ni^ht*

•There was a c].anp:c in tr_c miiitar1^ spirit about that’.ti^o.-*. .

*4 David. S-. J on es was ol octe*i. .general of the oriWadB!

he forced, a hr ill iant staff, of which Charles Oevons, all

trconscious of his future military ?oxporienecj»was‘a

The .colone. 1 of the:regiment was BettlGton-'aiia William

Keith -was ma:j...or•.: ' • - •■ /• ■■ ■> 7 ■•. ■■■■.. .. ." ’ .■.

. . A smart infantry -company? took the place of the lumbering

ar tj,llorv-',mc’.r. r. ■•.. r : ! •• •. ■

Under these .auspices,- uherd was ;a* muster which revived

the mbmorv of- the 'Revolution-troop's •’marched in i.ron? all

■ quarters ibo day. previous, -- a shorn battle was. fou^t on

p^’ound towards-Nash's -mills; one side -employed, a body cT

stealthy indians in blankets, paint and feathers;; armed

with, tomahawks,, led by that,, perhaps, forgotten savage,
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George Horiport. The verisimilitude was kept up by the fact

ohau some ol oho inuians were lext on the xielu, overcome

by that on pray to .which their race so .readily yields. The

.groat holiday after these visions of-military .'rlorY war- when

.a• circus ca-ro., ■ ■ .

The circus of sixGy-years a/o. was noG-a.gr^ib moral .show,

endorsed by Ghs ••crowned heads '-of ’Europe 9irt which fee rneritri

cious 2 r aour os ul- Gno' "vfiu/ aro condone J. ov ’Gil® insuruc vion

afforded In natural history by ill sirallin^ earn Ivor :i, a •

herd of w shamb 1 in/ e 1 Oj;•r?.nus ’ani a v; i1 lerne ss of' ijorke s -

lib Jo. in;*’ xhe mirror j*!*) -.’O ?,iunkmo.*

• lb was. the honest sirv-de r-ieirev.s; rcodern hi^bWjging

had not reached ib. The cii*cus has chan/ed wife the-

ccur.txv- lb was- irufcduceu Iraf! vranue in the t>i?i»e of VJashir:P‘«

ton. 'frohch perioiToers were taU'.'hi, to. ride un:i tuiiiblc as

soldiers learn di”ill: ' but -it’vhs an art ’adapted, to the

recklessness of Amci’ican genius and was soon oai-ried. by our

horsemen arid athio bes ‘far beyond tho capacity or bho Vrenoh.

In gi-ace arid daring the Americab performers far exceeded

all others and tho single ring circus rivalled,the Olympian
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•.games in 'beauty of forms grouping and sustains! action.

•When Bax1 num came t^on. the scene We. attic flavor was

lost.in the odor of caged boasts; there was Wide space

to accommodate crowds of people and three rings confused

the senses, and despoiled criticism.

The circus became -a "great show"; it was modernized

■ and vulgarized*

In ray childhood it was8summer's brightest gaud”, watched,

g^jl> -waited’ for. It came in early morning procession with band

chariot and a long line of’ variegated and cream colored

horses, some of which had a flesh color ana .mottied spots

quite.different from' the 'modest black of- the .family horse,

a peculiarity which was• considered- an undoubted mark ci*

• Arabian blood. • ' ? '

■ There was activity at. the taverns.; the stable yards

filledwith “teams'1 and there was sharp note of preparation

on the selected ground where- quick moving men were driving

stakes, raising-tho centre pole and pitching the tent. Then

the exciting rush for tickets while the huge canvass bellied

in the breeze and the strains of. the band floated on the air..
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•, The. circus owners 61' those days were Turner, Howe and

latex* Rockwell and'. Stone ahd Sands & Lent. Yne really • ■

fjroat man. of the p’er'forw^in'ce^ to. my boyish judder’,,. was the

. «iiv*-jnastor»• -What-dienity was w his careful dress and

o.earing;:' with.what calm commanding,. powei,,'..!;e.'directed the

. Qor^covs; scene as if . his whiplash was. the ward of Prospero;

with -what perfect temper lie bore the -pex'sonal remarks,

answered, the impertinent questions, or moderate i.'.the

'exuberance Of -the <&lown,. who*,- in. a fine rich .voice,

1^--.addressed. ,:'as- -’Hr. Jr’erry’iah”. • With what lofty restraint he

abstained froifl the weakness of a smile .wij'eri the audience

was shaken loose‘with inextin/gxis?.uxblo.'laughter.. "

’•‘•'hen.'I saw the i?in;f-~master df .'iowp’s- circus I .know wi'iat

manner of man George V.kxsZd'inyton was- Tiioh Uie clowns .the

conventional joster of d- tj?«.-i-.sani- years’, uhc joked, tumb.lod.

and took liberties dilh the irinu-master...as Ills medieval

predecessors did with ?{iiT-\s; ycniurin‘<-to.ask him if he

happened:to have a custard pie. in the- oockot of :1ns- elegant

dress coat, insisting that the youn^ 1'auy who called for the

."hoops’ asked for soup and like the immortal fools of

Shakespeare, under the gplse of. his raotl&fr, gay? us



p-rand truths and wise philosophy*

Short sayings to a speaker arc -fko short robes to him

v/'i:o runs-a’i*acG‘and. the oiTeot of jQstor’s wit was .in its

laconic character; it evoked the happy law-h of surprise and.

did not strain the memory-

The influence of the circus was ielt lonj; after the revels

vzere ended and the pageant faded-

The metallic currency of those days was nearly all

Spanish .silver• There tee^e f’exican dollars and the Spanish

“pilltii" dollar, which bore the aesiSP oi tno pillars o±

•■’ercules; . these were not often seei’* i think they bore a

prcmiium over /"Gid. The Spanish hall' real, .which we called

To’ pence’., the real which was called "ninepence11 and the

two real piece which was our "quarter", worn quite B’.iooth,

wore the -cowon-coins. Some times one sa". a peseta, a Spanish

coin of "the 18th century, worth twenty cents; this was called

a -pistareen". . Copper coin was the laiye cent and a handful

of them in a boy's pocket made him feel the embarrassment

of riches.

The religious life of the town was somewhat variegated
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^s jaiin.udyertis.9ments roads it was "suitably divided0’ between

several Protestant, sects. If Worn .w^o-.Catholics the? had.’

ho'place of worship. :Tho’-first '"orthrvu,,* ,... • :• • •-rneetin.” riouse
was at. fastis mills, under the life-1 nr- ■ • .** •<’’ f^uoance oi’ t^-e
venerable .ahi impressive Dr* Cbandih*. . ."••■.*. -no t)6?.n/p askea at a
cohfererce if there v/as much vital ■ . , ,. ■ *xn ris parish, ret) 13.eel

"nothing to.boast of"• The second Con~>.«, •■ - : i «<..UJKi ogaoional was wip
'brick- mootin'’’- house." or. the around x-p n , •- ■ '-. . ,.°. - • ■■•' °A-Guo-present stone
structure, ■ but: there-,-wete ancient -olm' -. . - . , . -.. • . . . - orees about it whion*
are. not '

■It Was the largest congregation .^ha,f. \ ■ .•■ '■■ ■-. • . ; .j ttM-t.nox’cu iro>!! a wi’ie
circle, but like. Paul's Athenians • incline-; to so<5k nev- •?•>’

ahi •froquontly.changin''’ ministers. . .

under the-pewrent pastorate oi‘ 9r. -eih,s a sound

divine, and good citizen, was. a v.-coinn O i-a.. .. . x structure on grouna
no'w ■ occuoi dd'bv th; e' I ■ ,1

This' bullcin.'-:

s wno‘ chur ch bu i 11, s M « a at;
4.x I d. • •

ae from, a plan by the list!ngruished-
Hw. York architect, Upjohn and tho beautiful timber work of.

Wo roof was done, by "Phil" lioldon, a local curpcu-ter.

’Tho Methodists had.a church on. Main Opposite what is now 

the south end of Franklin, streot. It was a prosperous
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'1 &;•had-o 4W' fc^Bfij^ohsw

*6a« liSr betweenH^kdaSfc SIM. -st;if Aliev tWttf wiifefc *. .’■*•' . • * . k* - ■ • ' ,•>... ' y ‘ • • ' ’’ ''

ut of >•,

employed.at"tho 'cutlery". werc.’k Stoiota.

y^sol thb Yorkshlr <iB- HS’ljp’fto 1 do i

any'Wio were asco t M* Kfe® r--$ilw ’ ■

’rrth.Lhe;ttethc41at-s«: ■ '

'W® I tfhafc Ife iacrMl tMwgi -

A Vr- 'V .j .«.%4<* "5 JI/.”-",’ ;._'•? •. - -. "’ exci'Gerneiii .0'^^'
‘7AekG!A?'Gss MpU ftrt® iw end. and^OiWG We n:uciiA

•«£■ IMTlcx* ex ‘Pii'bcri’c'ld ihdb.-,uMJ

|fe'- w? 'I>>® ,■ k.'"

■ ; ' X ■ . ■ ... -• - •• ' , . x ■' - . ■*

‘Llie dii’ : ixnd she mii;op.entur L> Aiith 'the s*in-jsick • .eartrli,

■yor'ld b'?.dqsbro;.-ni by. f a j.*o. . ■ ■ ■.

a^ory; a oSWbifbWSB.

rrinye of Uro cor^iirdty.- diorc t£. *y%c

re ortr bha L, a pwp^li^. a®* in Lhe hill towns had

laid an bearing the loyend: ;■. . ..' '. . . ' /

uIn eighteen himdrod and forty-Wu’ee f- ' '■; iAb; ■•’
The aid of Lhe world will' auf.oly bo." ,



-.. Qne Hines,' a. .travelling preacher, .proved' from ’theprophecies

of Ezekiel: 'that ’ 'iller was. right'.' .and the end was: aV.hapd. The.

uneventful character of 1843LvmsfU;'4e'e]f disappoihMtent. to ■

people-’whpj.’had. negleoted business’,’ spent -their :substaijOG,

’ renentbd\of -.their/s-iris; and.mades'ascension robes. Tlie?.wore

■’ the subj eot''(if;jeOi's• 'and scoffinp;\ Q£<bne:. family? it was told

■:<that ifhe .-^i0/-’.^v<ak.9^bd"- by the winterwinds, roused." her .

"husband;, .declaring she heard .thq'noise..of.;Gabriel’s: chariot .

.'.vdie.eis. ; • 'The drowsy man -basic her got.to sleep for Gabriel

•wquM not conic•_;on - whools. xvhen thorq vras ’ >;ood <sl..

• THo Uaititi?iars were bull u

•ti?ohiirch in a.^ood ■ ..

  • • —pTTSKCXt

fena-say". "look at-^ie^^^^^11. The ■ Vor pign . el ®;eutn was

. strong in the atti'action that the. Green River works had for 

^^iblflpidZqti'tlefS' pl a. superior■class../ 'ihqy were sturdy,

-.: s!<i’llfi’.l Yorkshire men; most of them became .Valuable citi.sens.,
• ' '** .’* *• * .. • * * • *• •* y * . . * • ■ •. e .* • „• *’•■.• * ■.

■ ’* «• . • • • . • . • * • • • • . . • • • *. . • • • • « ' • .• •

:i/!owgh the -Bradshaw 'brother& returned to England and.one family;

became• Mor«i'cins and went to Nauvoo.- There were several Gei'mto ’

cutlers-but. they .'lid not. come w’ith families- until, a.-'Ley: 1846.; •



There were few Iri sh .until after the potato-, rot and famine i-

<Hugh-:Rafferty,■■■ a jolly,• ’fat man was right watchman at.-tho

' cutlery;:•••■ his-\bro.ther-in-lav;, James Hickey was day• watchman' ■

and -porter-in. -the;yard. : ' My father said ho could always tell

• wjiat .part of the works Hickey was in by the small of raw ■

onions. . ’ : .... '''

: In these’ recollections of a. past gl°;'inb> wi'tli- the obscuring’

.haze of happy childhood, there aro some dark'shaaev’s. The old

life h.ad ios problems .and its' troubles.. In many respects there

are/g-keat improycriients. in the detail of daily life. : /

;■ • Greenfield had a‘ small minority of-’heathenish,- native

stock, that •'••.sawed wood, chopped' in. winter axid "ran river" in ’•'

summer^’; A fee .river was' aliyc with shad and "lamper" eels in ■■

the spring,- .when no man of.: this class could werk;’ they had '”’•'

many childx'en, rone of.whom.missed their’ he'i-ediity.”,.The nien

•w.ero of the sort described :in whd’Was '" -

partly, paid for his work in rum. On Saturday night he wanted •

a quart: but was given a pint with the .admonition that it was

enough to keep Sunday., "Yes", he replied,* "but how will it

be kop"? These families intermarried and intensified’ their -

characteristics; a woman, from one of them,, who sometimes, visited
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our kitchen for..its; mistaken l^ospitaiity, v.as ask ©i. by my

mother about one. of her sis ters.. "Oh,Melissy,-<well she

■ ,is’• a.keepi.n- about as bad a house as you could find

. in-ahy...boa-pert 'town.. ” . Another whose?partner was unconsnonly-.

.torthless. oven in -their circle, informed.*ny. -jyothch* that

• "husbands, is only' lont marejes.<" ■ • . This•■class,' for it was a-

class of• d'^renerato b'eoule, worn not. from the so-called

"scum . Vof^Burope", but- from the original Now i'F.ngland stock ... .

with'good lam.il.y .hanios.. I do not think-any effort was.put. :

f‘6'rth ■ to<i’::pfevb '.they seen? to :ha?/e disappeii; od from

the-active towns . of !,hc state,, thoui’h's-pecl’nens of thorn can bd• ■. * • • • .. * . ■ . fc*-< • J- . • . • ..a ’ •”

found, not far -bff bv’ those--, curious ih sociology•• ■

I think they -faded away before' 'the immigration of the

on.orgotic and hopeful Irish, ..who, .tho^h poorer-had the--'

training and care'-of a vigilant qhurdr'and- -lie ardent desirh '

to improve and. to raise t’To .condition of - their children to a.-

better than' their own-.-.’’

looked after and do less mischief than foxTnerly.' All yoliirig



..people;, I-may- say all' peopleware better-nourished ana mere.

-,sensibly •'di.'.^ss-ad.-and.-.shod .-whan. in..old.;tiiyies, ov/irg. in .groat

‘ pai* u I/O . •••in 'jodcv pi*oparat»iops • an.! . yjis:ipcroaf^

of fruit .abl. cheapness'-of sugar, .and in the greater cheapness

■ of ail-:-kinds of clothing.

V?o?n.oh: liad- a'hari.lot- in prqyi ding,cook irty and in' sewing ■

and. knitting: by hand. •'Bomestip "help", the word servant-was'

■ • not,:in.uso except :.in tlio Scrip turps,' -\yas... drf L’icult to obtain.

; After- tli.e.-ypUng-'- wbmen my .mother. brought tot Greenfield were ■

dwell married,•.■•rand that was not long., . she' had a procession of '

.bright daughters. of - farmers frqin tho hills; they'came -f ■

'’fancv-rather: bo-see the world: they were intelligent, ■ read

-Buckinams paper";.. 4lic .Tribune, and- Grahams' arid Godey 's

jnagazirios,’ like the .rest of the. family, and married /so- fast’

that our-house was-, a' .sort of matrimonial ^agency.

.:riy' father’drid a man, Jonas: ‘Leroy, v/h'o’ was. skillful, in

.hunting these mountain.maidens.,.He frequently made long,QX~

curs ions on the usual, quest,- once going as ..far as Savoy .a':

.returning with- a black-eyed girl of 'the- Susan Nipper . :. y.. ■

vafiety• from '"Gut-tin. Hol 1 er,"-. But':it ■ w^s. not- long beforeyht-t

r. thb Irish gdi'ls Carrie to relieve the household strain and:make s 



life:'more, ^comfortable. ■ • U?)J-1-.''hat schools are much .
better than .formerly.-' Poriiaos 'they arfi .• T .,'. .

• ••■.•• .• <- ■.• ■■•.;• . • to-^sn ipZ’jraaj'S ana
0^i*aOUi^d* ..-hiY .y hqq 11 pip-fj r>rfQ 4v.nil ■>•!.»\ t:^i.ec.ions. THC1UM ,ono teacher:liappily-sUll

living,■ v/hos0.^eAtie'manners, ’ - 4 . V'i• .;•■■■' .........: .. •iuve-,izn devotion to-her
Uuty, persuadod'one idlo; drearr;^.--bov'-'n ? . ' .

smt to' '

■priv^;s?%ols an.i.^/Jro.5 !:<>« ti> /-ea In i;i4a I aas

;ono pr:SeYSn OrooBri^ boys a4.'wiHiStoB'seSin,u.y. So next

year rsy.-father took me- to Brid/'enoi't -tK n->-> / ' ' 1... . /• «? the private, sone el
kept <bv Henry Jones. The bnlv ; «’ ■■; .... ■ ■.■■■■' .... 71; ■■. P1--0-xc conveyance, from New liavon

to Brideeper t was a coach;Wlioh. ran’. three•■ times a week. To ’

save trne driver. Xrnly ■

: times have chimed on ' timt hn-b A«On;< f)10 at ." '

Creenrioli in ^ ^V&rc'^.^ftoJvail .:rom; Confflinetori, '

Plihy'psk, . ^. Atkinson^ip ^celient'sciol in tlie .

wing, long ?V,o removed, of Mr. ’ Kpll is tor’s •honso. Mr... Upton,.

at a later day, taught at. the "i-'oiloHberg". school building. He'

gave ?'o lessors. I think re whs accomplished, and I kriqiy he

was patient. ■ • • • ' .

The sanitary condition of Anerican towns sixty. yoars :



■ and rouch latex-, rosy be rocallet!. by the traveller in sofas

•.•■■'. 0ai*t0'. of the Turkish1'..dominions place could be better'

:y hGal-csuldtedr-fbr,' drainage thur ' Creenfibld, but.in.iorroer.times;

... <0^^^ .It. was a scourge that . •

..■ carried. ofl' thole fumij/ies. '.-" H'was not so bad in the village

■' !rbawr..TarftiSi .hiecausb,. as,.'1 new - .see .it,. a'; large

'••: part /oil the.village was’.s.irppiieilw-i.th' water.fran a pine log .

\ .acquecfey roantr^ecL .by that sententious bail os other. Pe-tSi’

. Sprague, who ..usually. prefaced, his .''conversation"With the saying

.." there ’ s . a tl'bosanh ■ thim^s ■to. evorv thing" < ■ Our faj’iiiv never

: had. a case of typhoid.. V/c had.- un: scqUeluct fforo...a saf<? soring.

1.. The fever was supposed by roany to bo .a ■visitation :.6f

: '• Cod’s wrath, ant by others to result ir^HdObaying- vegetation .

. in the late .rains.- No one thought of. .tracing', it to lack of-

drainage. .<111'1 the inevitable •-.pollution bl‘ tho rooss covdi*ed'■■..:

bucket which dripping-with the. coldness of loath arose J.r'6ro

: the well. .' .'

: Cities.were no. better- off. Boston hui neither water

nor sewers. Now York, bad water, but was no!; half sewered and

I have seen pi^s’wanderin- in stroobs d.aw'n.v;,g<ybagn uirwrn

. out by-IjoiisQk8opers•


